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the Trustees to replicate this success at the 2008 Palmers’ Feast,  which takes place 
on Friday 16 May.  Most appropriately, the Feast will again take place in the Old 
School Room in Mill Street.     Now belonging to the College, it is one of Ludlow’s 
most complete medieval buildings and dates from the late 14th century.  The 
Grammar School, originally located in St Laurence’s church and then the Reader’s 
House, moved here in 1527.  With its thick stone walls, narrow trefoiled windows, 
great oak beamed ceiling and polished oak panelling, the building has welcomed 14th 
century Palmers, housed 16th century Grammar School boys, and provides the 
perfect venue for ‘Old Ludlovians’ and 21st century Palmers alike. 

The 4-course gastronomic banquet will be matched by a musical feast ‘par 
excellence’.  Performed by the ‘Sons of Harmony’, a bespoke group of musicians and 
singers under the direction of St Laurence’s Director of Music, Shaun Ward, their 
pedigree is impeccable.  The ‘Sons of Harmony’ were brought together by their 
shared love of part songs from the renaissance to the 20th century.  All of the group 
have been members of cathedral choirs across the country from Edinburgh, Clifton, 
Derby, Hereford and St Paul’s London. For centuries lay clerks and song men from 
choirs have gathered together to sing songs and make merriment.  Their appearance 
at the Palmers’ Feast maintains this tradition.  
Tickets cost £39.00 per person, inclusive of wine. Numbers are limited, so contact 
Ewart Carson, 01584 879155/ e.r.carson@city.ac.uk, or Rosemary Wood on 01584 
877771/ rosemary.wood3@virgin.net as quickly as possible! 
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THE PALMERS’ GUILD OF 
LUDLOW was founded c. 
1250 by a group of Ludlow 
burgesses who assigned 
rent-charges on their property 
to endow three guild chap-
lains, severally to pray daily 
for the living, for the dead, 
and in honour of the Cross.  
A guildhall  in Mill Street had 
been acquired before 1283 
and was the meeting place 
for the Guild’s annual feast at 
Pentecost. 

 When the Conservation 
Trust was launched in May 
2006, the Trustees an-
nounced that they would 
seek to recreate the Palmers’ 
Feast as an annual  celebra-
tion.   “Medieval feast was 
the best night out in town” , 
read the headline in the Lud-
low Journal of 23 March 
2007, and it is the intention of 
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local landowner, Lord Scudamore, 
rescued the east end of the abbey 

church in c. 1630. John Abel of 
Leominster made the wooden roof, 
elaborate screen and Laudian ar-

rangement of altar and communion 
rails (a rare survival in the 21st 
century).  Shobdon  links us back 
to Kilpeck  as the former norman 
church was built by the same 
craftsmen.  The mid 18th century 
rebuilding is an ingenious interpre-
tation of Stadberry Hill gothick: 
playfully rococo—a vision in blue 
and white. A drawing room for the 
Lord!     Tickets are available from 
the church shop. They are £25 
which includes everything (in-
cluding a donation to each church) 
except lunch—please bring a pic-
nic or we are happy to provide one 
upon request. 

THE THREE VERY different  
churches we are visiting are Kil-
peck, Abbey Dore and Shobdon. 
We have been invited to coffee in a 
lovely country vicarage and choco-
late cake tea will be at  Dunkerton 
Cider Mill . Lunchtime includes a 
visit to the gardens at Abbey Dore 
Court. Kilpeck ( illustrated) has the 
finest and best preserved sculpture 
from the Herefordshire Roman-
esque school. Recent research has 
discovered some of the sources of 
these extraordinary images. All will 
be revealed!   Abbey Dore , a for-
mer Cistercian monastery, fell into 
ruins after the Dissolution, but the 

 

A visit is planned for the 
evening of Saturday 

14 June 2008  
  

 “In this place of timeless beauty 

Where the heady scents hang low 

‘Tis in this garden full of bounty  

That our favourite flowers grow 

 

 There’s no need to ask for pardon 

When you drink of nature’s wine 

So come into the garden 

And lose yourself in time” 
 

THE GARDENS HAVE been re-
cently recommended 
by an article in The 
Times Magazine as 
“one of many out-
standing gardens 
worth visiting in 2008” 
Our sojourn there will 
include a supper in the 
Tithe Barn and private 
access to the gardens.  
The menu looks very 
tasty and there is a 
vegetarian option.  
The tickets are £18.50  
each - these will be 
available from St 
Laurence’s at the end 
of May - to include 
supper and the gardens.  We are 
invited to bring our own wine as 

they have no licence, but do pro-
vide glasses. We 
suggest you travel 
under your own 
steam (it takes 
around 15 minutes to 
get there), and plan 
to arrive at Stockton 
Bury at 6pm. There 
is a minimum re-
quirement of people 
for private parties, 
so hopefully many of 
you will be tempted 
to come on what 
should be a very 
delightful evening.  
Enquiries and  de-
tails of the menu, 

please contact Helen Coleman – 
01584 875113  

Monday 7 July:   The Annual 
Meeting of the Trust in St Laur-
ence’s at 7.30pm. 

The business of the meeting will be  
conducted and followed by refresh-
ments with a talk by the church’s 
architect, Tim Ratcliffe about pin-
nacles problems, and a brief pres-
entation about Thophilus Salwey, 
whose tomb, designed by Robert 
Taylor, is in the chancel of St Laur-
ence’s (illustrated). He died in 
1760; a remarkable and nationally 
renowned man of his time  All are 
welcome to come along.  

Sunday 29 June:   Annual Old 
Ludlovian Stall in the market. Jen 
Davies 
 

Monday 8 September:   A joint 
event with the Teme Weirs and 
Whitcliffe Trusts at 145 Corve 
Street, the home of Lottie and Nick 
James 
 

Friday 3 October:   A coach trip to 
visit  Highnam Church and 
Gloucester Cathedral.  Joanne 
Lindsay. 

More details to follow . 

 

May Day in Herefordshire      Thursday 1 May 

The Stockton Bury Gardens 

Looking Ahead                        Summer and Aut umn 2008 
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£6,400.  Your generosity has al-
lowed us to meet the funding 
needs of the PCC in 
repairing the rainwater 
goods at a cost in ex-
cess of £30,000. This 
project has now been 
completed. During the 
last few months we 
have also been fortu-
nate to receive two 
legacies amounting to 
more than £35,000. 
Whilst these have effectively cov-
ered the cost of the rainwater re-

pairs we cannot afford to rest on 
our laurels. The most recent quin-

quennial inspection 
ensured that the 
church will have plenty 
of reasons to make 
further calls on our 
funding. In the mean-
while the trustees 
have agreed to assist 
with the funding of the 
Bell Appeal and Clock 
Chimes project. The 

name of the Trust will engraved on 
one of the bells in the new peal. 

ALTHOUGH THE  ACCOUNTS for 
2007/08 have yet to be finalised it 
is clear that the continuing gener-
osity of our supporters has ensured 
that the Trust completed a second 
successful year. In addition to the 
regular and occasional donations, 
the events organised by the trus-
tees and others were well sup-
ported and the Christmas card 
proved to be a great success. We 
have also continued prudent man-
agement of our funds which re-
sulted in our receiving interest on 
our bank deposit account of almost 

AT MEMORABLE OCCASIONS in 
St Laurence's over the years, it 
was customary to give thanks to 
'our pious benefactors'.   Their 
number is unknown but there were 
many of them, reaching back to the 
twelfth century.     Those who sup-
port the Conservation Trust to-day 
follow in this fine tradition, by their 
gifts large or small.  Recently two 
particularly large bequests have 
come our way.  The first is from the 
estate of the late Bill Watkins , 
yielding £20,000 already, with 
more to follow when the accounts 
are finalised. Bill spent his whole 
life in Ludlow, where his family 
owned and operated the Ludlow 
Motor Company in Corve Street.  

He worked in the family business, 
was a passionate bowls player and 
a lover of music, and was for many 
years a sidesman at St Laur-
ence's.  A bachelor, he lived in 
later years at the Vineyard in 
Lower Broad Street, and was a 
f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e  a b o u t 
town, exchanging cheerful greet-
ings with his many friends and ac-
quaintances.   Ludlow is a duller 
place without him.    The second, 
for £15,000, is from the late Colo-
nel Philip Shepherd , son of the 
Rev. Frederick Shepherd , Rector 
of Ludlow from 1930 to 1945. Colo-
nel Shepherd was barely known in 
Ludlow, but his father, whom this 
bequest commemorates, is re-

thank them both for their work.  
Hannah, now Assistant to the Town 
Clerk, hosted a number of meetings 
in her flat, and helped in numerous 
other ways. Brian Owen, who was 
the Town Council representative, is 
no longer a Councillor.  We thank 
him for his help with events, where 
the Brian Owen bookstall has been 
a regular feature.  His replace-
ment is Councillor John Aitken, who 
in recent years has played a lead 
role in forming and energising the 
Friends of St Leonard's Church 
Yard.   The other Tustees - Helen 
Coleman, Ewart Carson, Michael 
Hunt, Jen Davies and Bill Eastwell - 
continue to give generously of their 
many talents and I, as Chairman, 
am grateful for their hard work.  

I N RECENT MO NTHS we 
have been joined by a number of 
new trustees, who have quickly 
become involved in our activities.    
In the autumn we welcomed Joanne 
Lindsay, Maureen Stinton and 
Rosemary Wood.  Maureen has 
become our Membership Secretary, 
while both Joanne and Rosemary 
have organised successful events 
with flair and vigour.  Their imagina-
tive ideas and meticulous attention 
to detail have been inspiring.     
Hannah Coleman and Brian Owen 
have stood down as Trustees. We 

Financial Update      Michael Hunt -  Treasurer  

Generous Bequests                         David Lloyd   

Trustees        David Lloyd 

membered by a few of us with 
great affection and respect.  St 
Laurence's in his time as Rec-
tor was a busy, welcoming place, 
with many church related activities 
and events. Church life was well 
ordered and regulated, but care 
and support for those that needed 
it emanated from the Rector, a 
man of compassion and under-
standing.         

I hope that both these large dona-
tions can be used for specific pur-
poses, by which Bill and our late 
Rector can be personally remem-
bered, and their names will endure 
in the place that was precious to 
them both 

 
 
 

Retirement 

GRATEFUL THANKS go to Chris 
Jeffery who has stepped down from 
being Chair of the Fabric Committee 
at St Laurence’s.  He has been a 
wonderful colleague to the Trustees 
and has supplied the information and 
support needed by the Trust, along 
with the church’s architect, to ensure 
that all necessary work is being done  

to the fabric of the building.  He has 
been instrumental in persuading the 
Trust to spend it’s money in the 
way it was set up to do!  

Chris Jeffery (on the left) admiring a 
downpipe with Ewart Carson 



Saints Church at Richard’s 
Castle, the Belcote Appeal 
at Shrewsbury and The 
Mental Health Foundation.  
John Barnett, Chairman of 
Llandrindod Wells Na-
tional Cycle Museum, led 
the entrants on a parade 
around Castle Square on 
a very special ‘1875 Kan-
garoo Bicycle’, and then 
set off on the ride on a 
1928 Raleigh bike.  The 
route of c.33 miles was 
organised by Gill Leary, 
and included stops at 
many local churches, as 
well as stunning views of 
the countryside.  Pearce 
Cycles provided a back-up 

OVER £3000 WAS raised 
for local and national chari-
ties by cyclists taking part 
in the Conservation Trust’s  
‘Charity of your Choice’ 
Sponsored Cycle Ride on 
Saturday 5 April.   Age was 
not a barrier on this occa-
sion:   Conservation Trust 
Chairman, David Lloyd, in 
his seventh decade, took 
part (riding for the Trust), 
whilst 15 year old Denis 
Wakeham brought in £300 
for St Mary’s Church, 
Caynham.  Other benefiting 
charities included Working 
Together, Dinham Millen-
nium Green Trust, Shrop-
shire Air Ambulance, All 

vehicle in case of  emer-
gencies. The day ended 
with high tea at St Laur-
ence’s and entrants ask-
ing, “When can we do this 
again?”  Rosemary Rob-
erts, also cycling, and 
David, together, raised 
over £2000 for the Trust! 

Sponsored Cycle Ride -  Great Success!  

IT WAS HARD to believe it was early February!  
The Trust’s annual coffee morning took place in 
glorious sunshine.  This was even more pleas-
ing because No 3 Zion Chapel was so full of 
people enjoying the occasion, that the ability to 
overflow into the garden was really appreci-
ated. There were the usual stalls of Jen Davies 
with her prints and bric-a-brac, Brian Owen and 
his never ending supply of second hand books, 
both popular items. These were supplemented 
with a raffle.  Antonia O’Kennedy  kept a flow of 
coffee going and David Lloyd gave a couple of 

 informative talks about the history of this Victo-
rian Methodist chapel; it was a good excuse for 
a gathering of friends and a really good natter.  
After the coffee had been exhausted, David 
then took a group of interested people on a 
brief tour of the surrounding streets, pointing 
out their links with the chapel and it’s time. Very 
many thanks to those who came that morning. 

Sunny morning at Zion Chapel    Wednesday 6 February  

The Trustees worked with their 
usual enthusiasm, and thanks, as 
always to them for assisting the 
occasion in its success. It was a 
pleasure to welcome you here. 
Helen Coleman 

A COUPLE OF the Trustees have 
been raising money one way or 
another for the conservation of the 
fabric of St Laurence’s for over half 
a century, but it took the ingenuity 
of a new Trustee, Joanne Lindsay, 
to devise a fiendishly clever quiz to 
actually take place IN the church.  
The evening included a splendid 
supper, bar and, of course, a raffle.  
The reason for this particular event 
was to cover the cost of refurbish-
ment of the rainwater goods, in-
cluding hoods, down pipes and 
drains. £30,000 had been re-
quested for this major task.   Nine 
teams answered cunning ques-
tions, not about drains, ‘though 
each team was given the name of 
a particular drain.   After the first 
session and while the judges, 
David Lloyd, Helen Coleman and 
Michael Hunt (Treasurer) marked 
the papers, the first course was 
served.    Rosemary Wood, Mau-
reen Stinton, Jane Hunt and Rita 
Rogers provided this lovely meal.   
The results of the first half were 
then displayed on a large screen 
with a superb Java Script presen-
tation by Matthew Lenthall, many 
thanks to him for all his help in 
taking part in and preparing for the 
evening.      At this point 2 teams 
were running neck and neck with 
11 out of 12 correct answers.  The 
second course and cheese 
(donated by ‘Mark the Cheeseman’ 
on the market—many thanks to 
him for his continuing generosity) 
followed.       The final results were 
then displayed where the winners 
were Ian Barge’s team, 12 points, 
followed ever so closely by Terry 
Davies’ with 11 points.    The 
prizes were a bottle of water to 
each team member and a bottle of 
wine to be shared!  An excellent 
event, many thanks to all partici-
pants and to Antonia O’Kennedy  
for heading a magnificent team 
who ran the bar. 

Brain Drain Quiz  

Friday 7 March 
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The Winning Team 

Town and Church  -   Working in Partnership!  

Mercia Probation office  

which could result in simple 
refurbishment work being 
undertaken under the su-
pervision of the Fabric 
Committee. 

good for business.”,  he 
told the gathering.  “Links 
between church and 
town have always been 
strong, and the theme of 
this evening ‘Town and 
Church –   Working in 
Partnership perpetuates 
medieval and Tudor tra-
ditions when the town's 
guilds were closely linked 
with the church.“  As a 
result of the evening, 
several initiatives have 
been put in hand, includ-
ing liaison  between St. 
Laurence's and the West  

The Conservation Trust  
for  St. Laurence, Ludlow 
held a very successful 
social gathering in the 
Church on Friday 18 Janu-
ary, when over 100 mem-
bers of Ludlow’s commer-
cial community  met over 
drinks and canapés.  
David Lloyd, Chair of the 
Conservation Trust, deliv-
ered a short  presentation 
describing the history and 
wonders of the Church.  
“St Laurence’s attracts 
over 40,000 tourists each 
year, and tourists are 


