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PARISHES’ OFFICE  
2 COLLEGE STREET             872073 
e-mail:     office@stlaurences.org.uk 
website:       www.stlaurences.org.uk 
The office is normally staffed Monday to Friday between 10am and 12pm  
 
Parishes’ Secretary  Mrs Lesley Draper       872073 
Parishes’ Administrator Mr Peter Turner       875379 
 

CLERGY     (Days off are shown in brackets) 
ASSISTANT MINISTER Revd Prebendary Ann Barge  (Tuesday)  877307 
TEAM RECTOR   Revd Prebendary Brian Curnew (Monday)  872073 
TEAM VICAR   Revd Richard Green   (Friday)  831113  
MINISTER IN SECULAR EMPLOYMENT 
      Revd Steve Jarvis     (Saturday)  07879 442751 
TEAM VICAR   Revd James Stewart    (Friday)  856625 
 
NORMAL  SUNDAY  SERVICES 
St Laurence    8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
      9.30am  Parish Communion  

2nd Sunday  Plainchant Matins   
4th Sunday  Choral Matins  

       3.30pm  1st and 3rd Sundays Choral Evensong,  
 

St John     9.30am  Holy Communion with Hymns 
 

St Giles   11.15am  Holy Communion  
1st Sunday   Family Service  
Last Sunday   Godly Play 

  7.00pm  2nd Sunday  ‘Come and Worship’ 
 
 
 
SERVICES  IN ST LAURENCE’S CHURCH  -  PLEASE NOTE  
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS IN JUNE 
 
Sunday 7th 3.30pm  No Choral Evensong in St Laurence’s  

           6.30pm The Choir sings Evensong at Stoke  St. Milborough  
 
Sunday 21st 11.30am Festival Service 
   3.30pm   No Choral Evensong   
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Thank you to all our contributors. 
Copy for the June Tower to the Office please  
by THURSDAY 18 JUNE 
if you can, by email, as then it involves minimum f urther office time. 
Please send  information about events and subjects which you would 
like to appear.  
What we do not know, we cannot pass on! 
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“SPIRIT OF GOD, AS STRONG AS THE WIND 
  GENTLE AS IS THE DOVE.” 
 

There is much talk these days of spirituality, and people may talk of ‘many paths’. 
In the school curriculum, there is reference to pupils’ ‘academic, physical, moral 
and spiritual’ development. The word, as it is used there, is more about 
recognising a dimension of human life, than the path of any  particular religion.  

For Christians, ‘spirit’, ‘spiritual’, and ‘spirituality’ will point naturally to Holy 
Spirit, God’s Holy Spirit. Sunday 31st May is the date this year when we celebrate 
God’s gift of the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus, on the day we call Pentecost. It 
is fifty days from Easter (if you include Easter Day itself). This celebration I 
believe should be equal to Easter itself, and to Christmas.  What all these great 
days celebrate gives shape to faith itself, Pentecost amongst them. 
 

For indeed the Holy Spirit is vital to our faith: the Spirit which, the first chapter 
of Genesis tells us, moved over the waters in creation (no reason I can see to 
think other than that, positive as we may be about evolution); the Spirit then of 
which St. Luke writes as overshadowing Mary at Jesus’s conception; the Spirit 
that descends on him at his baptism; the Spirit which is in Jesus in such a way that 
St. Paul writes of ‘the Spirit of Christ’ (Letter to the Romans, ch. 8, v.9).   

It is through the Spirit that we believe Jesus is present to us: that, as a prayer in 
our services says, ‘he may dwell in us, and we in him’.   The Spirit of God gives 
assurance and comfort, strength, guidance – and challenge, and correction.  How 
to write of all this on just one page?  To open our hearts and minds to God’s 
Holy Spirit matters no less than the circulation of blood in our bodies.  
 

In Christian understanding, Holy Spirit nurtures us individually – and also makes 
us look outward. For Christians, Pentecost Sunday is ‘the birthday of the church’. 
Christian spirituality is very much about relationship, community and indeed 
responsibility. This surely matters, and is different from much modern talk of 
spirituality, which can seem very self-focused.  

We have a great heritage of spirituality, and teaching about it. How can it be 
then, that many people do not think of the Christian religion as a spiritual path at 
all – and turn to others? To this question Christians in the church, and we clergy 
especially, should give heed. And remember also these words which we sing with 
children in school: 
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“Spirit of God, as strong as the wind 
gentle as is the dove … 
Without your help, we fail our Lord, 
we cannot live his way. 
We need your power, we need your strength 
following Christ each day.” 

Prebendary Brian Curnew, Team Rector 
 
 

You are invited to 
THE LUDLOW FESTIVAL SERVICE 

Sunday 21st June 2009, 11.30am 
in the Parish Church of St Laurence, Ludlow 

to celebrate 
THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF LUDLOW FESTIVAL 
Guest Preacher: The Rt. Revd. John Saxbee, Bishop of Lincoln 

(formerly Bishop & Archdeacon of  Ludlow) 
 

The Service provides particular opportunity to celebrate a half century of Festivals. 
We look forward to welcoming the Bishop of Lincoln, the Rt. Revd. John Saxbee. 

He will be returning to the Diocese of Hereford for the first time since 2001. 
 

Collection for The Conservation Trust for St. Laurence, Ludlow 
Refreshments after the Service 

 

 
“What is that thing in your ear” 

A little girl of five asked me, “What is that thing in your ear for?” I told her “a 
deaf aid”.  She said “Can I take it out?” Reply “No, because if you did I would 
not be able to hear properly”. Then she said “Do you wear it in bed?” Reply 
“No, but I do take it out when I’m at home on my own”. She said “But you are 
never alone, God and Jesus are always with you, so don’t take it out until God 
and Jesus have talked to you”. “Yes of course they are with me. I’m never alone, 
you are right, God does talk to me in my thoughts” I added. 
This little girl has remembered what she had heard at school, one day.   

Pat Baulch 
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LETTER FROM THE BISHOP OF LUDLOW  
 

13th June 1965 was a hugely significant day for me.  I was ordained deacon in the 
church of God in Hereford Cathedral by Mark Hodson, the Bishop.  During the 
retreat before the ordination the Bishop told me to go to Bridgnorth, serve my 
curacy and not worry about the next job because the Diocese would look after 
me.  That promise has been honoured over 44 years.  I would like to say a big 
‘thank you’ to successive Bishops and Archdeacons, clergy colleagues in Group 
and Team and Chapter, the Churchwardens and countless parishioners and lay 
people who have cared and supported me and my family over nearly half a 
century. I must make special mention of those who have served me as personal 
secretaries, Ann, Pam, and Linda.   
 

In today’s climate Bishop Mark’s comment may seem rather old fashioned and 
Bishops no longer have the powers they did in those days.  However, Bishop 
Anthony and I try to exercise pastoral care of the clergy and lay people of the 
Diocese and that is the top priority for us.  We may no longer be able to offer 
posts in the same way that Bishops did in the past, but considerable care and time 
is taken thinking and praying, about all the clergy of the Diocese and how they 
can be supported. We try to discern when the right time is for a move and where 
they might move to.  In these days of advertisements and complex legal 
requirements we still try to exercise that pastoral care.   
 

Over the last 44 years there have been outstanding moments which I shall never 
forget.  Ordination to the priesthood in 1966 and presiding for the first time at 
the Eucharist are such moments.  1976 saw the Diocese celebrating 1300 years.  It 
was also the year I first became a Rural Dean.  The medieval cross in the 
Cathedral was taken throughout the Diocese from Deanery to Deanery and 
imaginative events took place around the cross.  Its final resting place was in 
Pontesbury Deanery which is the farthest away from Hereford.  A group of 
young people came with me to bring it back to the Cathedral for an amazing 
service for which the Cathedral was absolutely packed.  In the same year the 
Queen came to Hereford to distribute the Maundy Money.   
 
In 1978 the Diocese sent me to Windsor on the mid service training course and it 
was memorable to live within the precincts of Windsor Castle and engage with so 
many other people on a vital consultation which lasted a month.  In 1981 I 
became a Prebendary at Hereford Cathedral and I have greatly treasured 
belonging to the Cathedral family which has always been welcoming and 
supportive.  That same year saw our move to Leominster and so began a time in 
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the Hereford Archdeaconry, having served the north for 16 years.  The time in 
Leominster was hugely significant in understanding of ministry and the 
development through prayer and working together of Local Ministry, and 
encouraging the leadership of lay people and clergy together. There were so 
many exciting events during that time and many colleagues with whom it was a 
great privilege to work.  It was during those years that the links between 
Leominster and Tengeru in Tanzania began and grew.  I shall never forget my 
first journey to Tanzania and the excitement of landing in Africa and so began 
many friendships across the world which are very personal and deep and have 
changed our lives.   
 

1997 saw the move to Hereford to be Archdeacon and a Residentiary Canon.  
During that time we celebrated the Millennium which was not a huge event for 
the Cathedral, but a significant one for its family.  A service in the Cathedral for 
that family at midnight and then champagne and fireworks in the Bishop’s garden.  
It was a very mild night and we didn’t go to bed until the early hours of the 
morning, people passed one another in the street and the Cathedral Close, all 
speaking as if they knew one another.   
 

2002 saw my consecration as Bishop of Ludlow and the move to Halford as 
Bishop and Archdeacon.  At Southwark Cathedral a huge crowd of people came, 
including all the people I have worked with over the years, even one priest from 
America!  It was so natural to return to the Ludlow Archdeaconry where we had 
so many friends and there was a warm welcome and it was the most natural thing 
in the world to return and be their Bishop.  This has been the most enormous 
privilege and I have so enjoyed confirming and ordaining and being an integral 
part of the life of the church and community of South Shropshire.   
 

It is impossible in a short letter to talk about all the events and memorable 
moments of so many years, but I have touched on those that have stood out in 
my mind.  However it is all the people with whom I have lived and worked, 
loved and been loved by who I take with me as the greatest memory of all.  It is 
these bonds of love which can never be destroyed which are eternal and which I 
shall take with me on the next stage of my journey.  Thank you to you all. 
 

The end of May sees the Feast of Pentecost.  It is a dynamic picture of the first 
Apostles being sent into all the world in the faith of the risen Christ.  It is in that 
faith we carry on God’s mission today and so we go forward with Augustine’s 
words ringing in our ears, “We are the Easter people and Alleluia is our song”. 
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FAREWELL SERVICE FOR 
BISHOP MICHAEL AND ROSEMARY 

SUNDAY 28 JUNE 3.30PM IN HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 
The Service will be a Eucharist and be combined with what was already planned 
as the 15th Anniversary Celebration of Local Ministry within the Diocese.   
All are welcome, but the Cathedral has asked for some guidance as to numbers 
attending from parishes. There will be a list in your church on which you are 
invited to add your name by Sunday 14th June if you mean to go. 

FAREWELL GIFTS 
A good many people will wish to contribute to farewell gifts for Bishop Michael 
and Rosemary.  
Cheques made payable to “HDBF” and marked on the back as being for Bishop 
Michael and Rosemary, may be sent to Gordon Powell, The Diocesan Office, 
Hereford HR4 9BL  
We will also be happy to receive at the Parishes Office cheques made out as 
above, or other monetary contributions, by Monday 15th June. Please mark any 
such donations clearly as being for Bishop Michael and Rosemary. 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

ORDINATION OF CURATE FOR LUDLOW TEAM MINISTRY 
As many will know, we in Ludlow Team Ministry are once more to be blessed 
with a Curate, John Beesley. 
John is to be ordained Deacon (God willing) on Sunday 5th July, at 10.30am at 
Hereford Cathedral. 
Any who would like to attend this Service are welcome to do so. 
 

John’s preparation for ordained ministry has been locally based, through the West 
of England Ministerial Training Course (WEMTC) at Ludlow Conference 
Centre (BMC).  In 2007 he served an extended placement in our parishes, when 
many people will have met him.  We are delighted that, following that, he is now 
to be licensed by the bishop to serve with us here. 
At present John is a Primary School Teacher (and Deputy Head) at a school in 
Wales.  So his position is unusual, in that he should be ordained on 5th July, but 
will then return to school to the end of the Summer Term.  After that he, like all 
teachers deserves the due summer break. He will therefore be taking up his 
ministry with us in September.  
 Meantime, please hold John in your prayers, as his ordination draws near. 

Prebendary Brian Curnew, Team Rector 
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IN ST. LAURENCE’S CHURCH 
FRIDAY 5 TH  JUNE , 7.30PM 

English String Orchestra 
Tickets available from ESO Box Office 01386 791044, or at door 

SATURDAY 6 TH  JUNE  3.00pm 
David Playfair (Baritone) in Recital 

ENGLISH SONG 
Retiring Collection 

 
 

 

SUNDAY 7 TH  JUNE 
STOKE ST. MILBOROUGH 

GARDENS OPEN 
 Tickets £3.00.  Proceeds in aid of the Village Hall,  
Blackford Methodist Chapel & St Milburga’s Church 

 followed by 
Ludlow Team Ministry 

6.30PM CHORAL EVENSONG   
Preacher The Very Revd. Michael Tavinor, Dean of Hereford Cathedral 

The Choir of St. Laurence, Ludlow 
 

The service to welcome the churches of the former Bitterley Benefice into the 
Ludlow Team had to be transferred to Ludlow because of the bad weather in 
February. By way of a replacement, Stoke St. Milborough P.C.C. and 
congregation invite everyone to this Choral Evensong.  
As was originally planned, the choir of St Laurence’s is coming to sing for us, and 
there will be an opportunity afterwards to meet people over a glass of wine. We 
can not promise brilliant sunshine but we do not think it will snow. 
We very much hope you will join us. 

 
 

APPEAL FOR EMERGENCY FOOD PARCELS/BABY CLOTHES  
A big THANK YOU to everyone who donated items during April for our 
Spring Appeal.   We had a wonderful response from the congregations of St 
Laurence’s and St John’s.    
Reverend Jon Edwards of Ludlow Baptist Church was extremely grateful; he is 
now able to respond quickly to any urgent requests. 

Pat Pardoe, Ludlow PCC Pastoral Committee 
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CONSERVATION TRUST FOR ST. LAURENCE LUDLOW  

SUNDAY 7 TH  JUNE 
Maryvale, Mill Street, Ludlow 

12noon – 4.00pm  
Garden Lunch Party, Afternoon Tea from 3pm  

Tours of the Town Walls & Gardens  
Tickets per person £12.00 for Lunch, Garden & Tours 

£5.00 Garden & Tours;  £2.50 Teas. 
available in St Laurence’s Shop 

Contact Helen Coleman 01584 875113 
 

Please note that the Guided Walks  
on Thursdays 11th, 18th and 25th June 
which David Lloyd was to have led 

will not now take place. 
 

Old Ludlovians’ Market Stall 
Sunday 28th June 2009 

10am – 4pm 
Gateway to Harley Centre, Castle Square 

for  
The Conservation Trust for St Laurence, Ludlow 

Plants Preserves & Cakes 
Donations to Jen Davies during week before please, or leave in St Laurence Church Porch 

or bring on the day 
 

COFFEE MORNING IN ST LAURENCE’S CHURCH  
Wednesday 10th June 
11.30am – 12.30pm 

IN AID OF THE  CHURCH URBAN FUND 
For projects working in England to support 

the neglected in our society. 
In Birmingham, bridges are being built between social and cultural groups  

by developing skills and providing a wide range of activities  
for children and families. 

In Liverpool’s deprived area of Clubmoor St Andrew’s Community  
are offering to help families with debt advice and life-skill development. 
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Ludlow Mystery Plays 

 

Presents 
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A cast of over 70 children  
in a new colourful adaptation  
of two ancient tales……… 

 
Steve Dunachie Original Music 
Ian Barge Libretto & Director 
Shaun Ward Musical Director 

 

Thursday 11th June 7pm 
Friday 12th June 7pm 

St Laurence’s Church, Ludlow 
 

Tickets £5.00 on the door 
Children under 12 free 

 
Further information from Ian Barge 01584 877307 or  

Katherine Bromley 01584 874259 
 

A production by Special Music Projects St Laurence, Ludlow  
with sponsorship from 

Special Music Projects 
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HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 
You are warmly invited to 

Sung Eucharist 
For The Feast of Corpus Christi 

Thursday 11 June 2009, 5.30pm 
With the dedication of a new Sacrament House 

in memory of the late Dr.Venetia Franglen 
 

ORGANISTS’ WORKSHOP 
ST LAURENCE’S, CHURCH STRETTON, 
SATURDAY 13 JUNE, 10.30AM – 12.30PM 

Anyone who plays the organ for church services and who would like to find out 
more about playing hymns and other music effectively and successfully will enjoy 
this workshop let by Peter Dyke, Assistant Organist of Hereford Cathedral. 
There will be a chance to put these ideas into practice and to raise any questions 
you may have on related topics at this informal occasion. Sheet music will be 
available for purchase. This is a DHOTS event; Please contact Anne Jardine for 
details: 01531 631445, email anne.jardine@btinternet.com 
 

WORKSHOP FOR CHOIR TRAINERS AND SINGERS 
COLLEGE HALL, HEREFORD CATHEDRAL 

TUESDAY 16 JUNE, 7.30 – 9.15PM 
Shaun Ward, organist and director of music at Ludlow Parish Church, leads a 
workshop exploring music to be used at the Diocesan Choirs Festival in October 
and offering advice and guidance on voice technique and production. This will 
be beneficial to both choir trainers and singers, particularly anyone taking award 
examinations. 
Contact Janet Wardle 01531 636114, email wardleja@hotmail.com 

 
WEST MIDLANDS SHOW  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Once again we are calling for volunteers to help steward the Church tent at the 
West Midland Show in Shrewsbury on 27th and 28th June. Please let the secretary 
know whether you could spare some time for this vital piece of church outreach 
to the rural sector. Please note that for logistical reasons, we have has to drop the 

Songs of Praise event this year. Contact by phone 01691 831374 or e.mail 
ged.cliffe@tiscale.co.uk 
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NEW CHAPLAINCY FOR ST. LAURENCE’S  
At the front of the North Aisle, near to the Lady Chapel and St Catherine’s  
Chapel, there is a desk where people may write and leave a prayer request and 
also light a candle. 
Many of these prayer requests are very moving and on the second Thursday of 
each month are offered up to the Lord by our Prayer Group.  
I wonder how many of those leaving such requests would like opportunity to talk 
to someone, to share their concerns, and since they have left a request for prayer, 
to find someone ready to pray with them there and then. 
A group of retired Clergy and the Readers have recognised this need and are 
setting up a chaplaincy service which will operate in St Laurence’s during the  
busiest parts of the week.  
This means that a Priest or Reader will be available in church at these times 
should anyone need their ministry. 
In addition, visitors will be invited to be still for a couple of minutes and  
join in a short service of prayer and reading to emphasise that the church is not 
just a beautiful piece of architecture, but for the last eight hundred years has been 
a place of worship. 
The Chaplaincy will start on Monday 15th June.  
We would value your prayers. 

Revd. Brian Wigley 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
In St. Laurence’s, St’ John’s and St. Giles we have Prayer Request slips.  
Especially in churches where there are many visitors, they are well-used by them: 
this is a ministry we have.  
A regular worshipper, in making a request for prayer, said that she thought the 
written request slips were for visitors to use, but not for the regular congregation.   
Can this explain, in part, why we get so many from people we do not know, and 
so few from those we do?   
In fact, it is a great help to us if you complete one of the request slips. When 
people speak to us, with the best will on our part, all too often something else 
happens and it slips our minds.   
Prayers can be framed quite anonymously, if that is what you prefer. But that we 
should be a community supporting one another in prayer – that is surely of the 
essence.  
The prayers requested in St. Laurence’s are said daily round the week.    

Preb. Brian Curnew (Team Rector) 
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DR DAVID LLOYD M.B.E 
All who have known David were greatly saddened to learn of his sudden death on Sunday 
17th May. We offer our love, our sympathy, our prayers and our support to Wendy and to 
all their family. 
The Funeral Service was held in St. Laurence’s Church on Wednesday 27th May, with a 
very big congregation, with many friends, representing places, organisations and groups, 
themselves so many, with which David has been involved. There have been tributes in the 
press and there will be in many different places. The following comes from one friend of 
many years standing.  
 

Pat Perry writes – 
A tribute to this man who really was dedicated to all the many and various 
organisations which he served so loyally and so well. I do not want to name all of 
them here, although his Church connections must be mentioned with sincere 
thanks and memories of his time as Churchwarden, and even though family 
problems came, David served this tenure so well. 
I want now to pay respect to his leadership. He was patient and kind.  His 
chairmanship has always been one of dedication and loyalty, as was his hard work 
with all the many facets during his life. David we owe you much.  “Thank You” 
is a small word – but sincerely meant. 
We are going to miss you, as will the Town of Ludlow, which you loved and 
served. 

 
 
 

ECUMENICAL MEETING, 28 TH  JUNE. 
Have you also been worrying about the increasing criticism of Christians, verging 
it sometimes seems to me on an outright attack on Christianity itself? How can 
we stand up for our Christian beliefs and persuade others of the power and truth 
of the Gospel? If you think that one way to do this would be to unite in prayer 
and witness with other Christians of all denominations from Ludlow and from 
places around Ludlow then come to the meeting on 28th June at the Ludlow 
Conference Centre (formerly B.M.C) at 4 p.m. It will finish in time to get to 
church evening services. 

Jen Pollard 
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Much Wenlock Choir 
At Onibury Village Hall 

On Saturday 27th June 2009 7.30pm 
Admission £6.00 by Ticket only Included refreshments 

Proceeds to Onibury Church 
Tel 01584 856351 or 01584 856211 

 
 

Shropshire Historic Churches Trust 
Gardens Open in Culmington 

Saturday 20th June 11.30am – 5.00pm; Tickets £4.00  
and Light Refreshments All Day at the Village Hall 

The community Bus available to transport you to gardens beyond the Village 
(Guide dogs only) 

New gardens to TRUST included Elsich Manor, Culmington House, Sparchford Cottage, 
Tower House & Pottery plus Village gardens 

 
 
 
 
 

ST LAURENCE’S FÊTE     
SATURDAY 11 JULY 

Stalls, Flower Festival, Exhibitions, Refreshments,  Entertainment 
 

WANTED  
in advance - books, bottles, brac a brac, toileteri es 

 

on the day - cakes, jams 
lots of volunteers!  

 

PLEASE CONTACT SHAUN 
 

and also 
SUNDAY 12  JULY 

Sponsored Hymn-Singing  
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HOPE FOR THE PALESTINIANS? 
 

AN EXHBITION DURING THE LUDLOW FESTIVAL 
This year’s Festival Play ‘Romeo and Juliet’ is a story about a city where tensions that 
seem incapable of resolution lead to tragedy.  Leonard Bernstein, in ‘West Side Story’, his 
musical adaptation of Shakespeare, makes yet more explicit the plea to break free of such 
tensions, and to find ‘a new way of living’.   
 
This exhibition is offered, concerning  a situation which has seemed thus intractable, with 
the hope and the prayer for peace, with all that it betokens within the will of God and the 
shared understanding of three faiths, Christianity, Judaism and Islam. 
  

PURPOSE To raise awareness about, and show Christian concern for, people of 
all faiths and none who are affected by the situation in Israel/Palestine.  
 

VENUE Methodist Church, in the Zion Room (above the Wesleys Café) in 
Broad Street, Ludlow 

 

DATES 23, 25, 26, 27, 29, 30 June and 1, 2, 3, 4 July 2009 
(closed on Wednesday 24 June because of a concert, and on Sunday 
28 June because of church services) 

 

CONTENT 
Display material from 
  

·  FRIENDS OF  SABEEL UK - SABEEL is a Palestinian Christian 
organisation with many links into non-Christian communities in Israel and 
Palestine, and around the world. 

·  ANOTHER ISRAEL  - a UK-based Jewish organisation that is challenging 
current Israeli government policies and practices. 

·  ECUMENICAL ACCOMPANIMENT PROGRAMME  - a World 
Council of Churches initiative, backed in UK by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland, Christian Aid and Quaker Peace and Social Witness, 
providing international observers in Israel/Palestine. 

·  CHILDREN OF PEACE - a UK-based secular organisation with links into 
different faith communities, promoting social and sporting links between Israeli 
and Palestinian children 
·  Other agencies such as Oxfam, Save the Children and Christian Aid. 
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WHAT DID I SAY?  WHO TOLD ME THAT?    
DID I TELL THEM?  I DIDN’T KNOW! 
 

It is now 6 months since I had major surgery and during my convalescence I have 
had plenty of time to think about many things. There have been occasions when 
I have felt confused, disappointed, and isolated, but most of the time I have 
known love and support through the prayers of so many, here in Ludlow, 
throughout the UK and around the world. I am most grateful and I am sure that I 
stayed so calm and positive because of them. I have felt sheltered and nurtured 
and I am sure that my progress since has been due to this. 
 

So what have I thought about? Why did I feel confused, disappointed and 
isolated? I have come to the conclusion that these feelings are due to 
Communication - or the lack of it.  I have at my disposal: hearing, speech, 
sight, touch and a brain (which may have been a bit woolly at times). I also have 
pen & and paper, telephone, a mobile and email, I listened to the radio, watched 
TV and read newspapers. What more could be needed in order to communicate? 
 

It takes two. Both have to want to tell and to receive the meaning that is 
intended during dialogue, in whatever form, whether it be an enquiry, a message 
or information. We have to make sure that our ‘audience’ is listening and 
available to receive information. We have to make sure we have asked the right 
questions, or have given information in a way that can be understood. Do we 
pitch our dialogue at the right level so that we can be understood? It is often 
easiest when we can speak face-to-face on a one-to-one basis, but most of the 
time that is not possible. 
 

Let me take an example based on my recent experiences:  
- did we explain our symptoms accurately to the doctor or consultant in 

order to enable them to make a diagnosis;  
- did they explain the situation in enough detail to enable us to make an 

informed decision on the suggested course of action;  
- did they make sure we knew about the administrative procedures which 

would surround us;  
- did they ensure that we were prepared for possible after effects? 
- did they ….?   
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I could go on, but I would be out of order if I did not recognise that there are so 
many things we would like to know, or should know, but there is never enough 
time to make sure we have communicated properly, we take time to digest 
information and by the time we realise that we would like to know more, the 
opportunity has often passed. 
 

I was admitted to hospital in Birmingham, too far away to expect or hope that 
anyone other than family would be able to visit me. Neither I nor my daughters 
would be able to contact those who wanted to know how I was. My daughters 
were able to send updates by email from their B&B as and when they had 
information and time. I arranged for those who didn’t have access to a computer 
to contact someone who had. I tried! Inevitably people were missed out, or 
expected information to reach them more quickly. I have been told that some 
people signed a ‘Get Well’ card for me but then were not sure where to send it. 
Sadly wherever it went it didn’t reach me because I had moved on. The thought 
was there and I knew it had happened, so thank you. How do you communicate 
in this situation? 
 

Communicating well is not easy. If we do so on a one-to-one basis, and if we 
ensure that we are understood, we hopefully reach a satisfactory outcome. 
However if we are dealing with the NHS, the Church, the Inland Revenue or 
any other large organisation, communication immediately becomes more difficult. 
If we are on the receiving end of a message it is not always passed to us at a 
convenient time. We don’t always have a good memory, or a piece of paper to 
right the message down, and anyway where did we put that piece of paper with 
that very important message on it? We can’t guarantee that we will reach the 
person we needed to contact – that the correct message will be passed on to the 
right person – that when it reaches our contact they will realise the time frame in 
which action is required.  
 

Confusion and lack of information or action are so easily the cause of strife even 
in small circles. Is it any wonder that in national and international dealings even 
more attention has to be paid to details before a communiqué is released? Is it any 
wonder that language, dialect and their translation can alter the meaning of the 
words we intended? We have to deal with the information we receive which is 
sometimes out to cause mischief and damage. Do we recognise this when we 
receive it, and what do we do with it? 
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In our Church at the moment we are considering whether we are a ‘Healthy 
Church’. We are in dialogue with each other, we are talking to one another, we 
are listening to one another, we are reaching out to the community around us. 
We are trying to ensure that everyone knows what we are about and why we are 
communicating. We have to listen without prejudice to ensure that we appreciate 
the reasons behind the discussions. We have to take responsibility on ourselves for  
ensuring that we have taken every opportunity to learn more about our Church 
and what it takes to care for it, both the people and the building. We have to ask 
questions when we don’t understand, we have to correct false rumours that fly 
around at the speed of light. 
 

I am only one, but many showed love and care for me and supported me with 
prayer. How much more should we all show our love and care for our Church 
and community? How much more should we give our support to those who are 
leading our discussions while we endeavour to gleen the direction God would 
have us move while we try to conserve our Church for future generations? 
 
Elizabeth Nixon 
 
 
TRAIDCRAFT AND FAIRTRADE TALKS  
I am available to give talks to groups in South Shropshire  on Traidcraft and 
Fairtrade, including DVD (technology for this would be provided by me) if 
wanted.  
I am a member of Traidcraft's Speaker Scheme and am looking to widen my 
audience and disseminate information on Fairtrade and Trade Justice in an easily 
digestable way! 
  

I can also provide a selection of Fairtrade goods to purchase - foods and non-
foods as required - to any group if this is requested. 
I do not charge for talks but travelling expenses would be helpful and of course 
any group would be welcome to donate to Traidcraft Exchange (Traidcraft's 
Development Charity). 
 

Contact details: 
 Liz Taylor, Harvest House, Ashford Carbonel, Ludlow, SY8 4DB 
Tel  01584 831149 
Email  liz@lizinludlow.co.uk 
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YOUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU … VOLUNTEERS 
 
We have had a heartening response to the St Laurence’s Wish List in the last few 
months.  

·  People donating sets of music for the ever expanding choir library.  
·  Last month a generous benefactor came forward and donated a beautiful 

silver ciborium. This is currently being manufactured in Birmingham, and 
we look forward to dedicating it later this summer. 
 

This month we are focusing our Wish List on Volunteers.  
There are many tasks which are carried out by volunteers, who really are the 
backbone of our parish. 
If you feel able to help with any of these very rewarding tasks that we need,  
please speak either to me or a Churchwarden.  
 

Administrative help  - A small team of people who meet occasionally to help 
with large parish mailings etc 
Binding music  - New copies of sheet music are bound in special covers and 
labelled. We have bought some 1650 copies of music in the last two years, about 
200 to bind! 
Events Co-ordinator   - Organising special events such as concerts to help raise 
much-needed funding. 
Funding Co-ordinator  - Completing Grant Aid Applications to charities and 
funding bodies. 
100 Club - Organising a Parish 100 club to help raise regular funding. 
Stewards - We really value the wonderful work done by our stewards. New 
recruits are always welcome, particularly if you can help cover a Sunday slot. 
 

FROM WHICHEVER CHURCH YOU MAY COME - 
Newsletter Editors  - Currently this magazine is gathered in the office, edited 
(all too quickly) by me,  and printed in-house. Ideally we need two separate 
editors to edit six editions a year, that is to say bimonthly editions, thereby 
spreading the workload. We would also like to develop advertising. 
 
 

Perhaps you have other talents that would help us. Please don't be shy; 
volunteering is a valued part of our Christian stewardship. 
                                   Brian Curnew (Team Rector 
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THE PARISH OF ST. LAURENCE WITH ST JOHN, LUDLOW  
ST. LAURENCE’S CHURCH – HEALTHY CHURCH PROCESS 
 

Guided by our priorities for Mission and in consultation with the wider 
community, the Parochial Church Council is intending to make some significant 
improvements to the church building.  
 

As part of the preparations, we as a Church, the gathered people of God, need to 
ensure that we are in a healthy condition to meet the both the opportunities and 
challenges that will face us. 
 

From the end of April until the beginning of July we are using ‘The Healthy 
Churches Handbook’ to enable all of us to look at our Church life. The goal is 
encountering the reality of God’s presence in and through the life of the Church 
which, in a healthy Church, are characterised by seven marks: 

Energised by faith; Outward looking focus; Seeks to find out what God wants; 
Faces the cost of change and growth; Operates as a community; Makes room 
for all; Does a few things and does them well 

 

There are three opportunities each week to take part in the reflection and 
discussion about the input, via a Sunday sermon or meditation. �
�

The continuing dates and times are: 
Week 6  Sunday 7th June following 9.30am service 
  Tuesday 9th at 11.00am, Wednesday 10th at 7.30pm 
Week 7 Sunday 14th June following 9.30am service 

Tuesday 16th at 11.00am, Wednesday 17th at 7.30pm 
Week 8 Sunday 21st June following 9.30am 
  Tuesday 23rd at 11.00am, Wednesday 24th at 7.30pm 
Week 9 Sunday 28th June following 9.30am service 
  Tuesday 30th at 11.00am, Wednesday 1st July at 7.30pm 
 

This process of using The Healthy Churches Handbook is for anyone who cares 
about the well being of St Laurence’s. This is your opportunity to help map the 
future of St Laurence’s; we look forward to everyone being part of this important 
process.  
 

The Project Group - Brian Curnew Team Rector, Anna Branston and Ewart 
Carson Churchwardens, Don Beattie Treasurer, Shaun Ward Clerk of Works, Jeffry 
Wilcox Associate Priest; Andrew Mottram Consultant 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
BAPTISMS 
10.5.09 Estrella Grace Sykes     St Giles 
17.5.09 Harry Edward Clarke     St John’s 
24.5.09 Lauren Christine McLellan   St Laurence 
WEDDINGS 
16.5.09 Roger Hirons & Margaret Mellings  St Giles 
23.5.09 Roger Bird & Sandra Stead   St Laurence 
24.5.09 Edward Bird  & Rose Curnew   St Laurence 
FUNERALS 
27.4.09 Peter Lush       H/Crem 
 7.5.09 Kenneth Grant      St John’s 
14.5.09 Charlie Wilson      St Giles 
15.5.09 Frank Pearce       H/Crem 
16.5.09 Freda McGregor      St John’s 
22.5.09 Kenneth Oakley      Richards Castle 
26.5.09 Joyce Taylor       S/Crem 
27.5.09 David Lloyd       St Laurence 

SUNDAY READINGS FROM THE BIBLE 

7 June 
Trinity Sunday 
White 

Isaiah 6: 1-8     
Psalm 29 
Romans 8: 12-17 
John 3: 1-17 

14 June  
First Sunday after 
Trinity 
Proper 6 
Green 

Ezekiel 17.22 - end  
Psalm 92.  [or1-8] 
2 Corinthians 5.6 – 10 [11-13] 14-17 
Mark 4.26 - 34 

21 June 
Second Sunday after 
Trinity 
Proper 7 
Green 

Job 38.1-11 
Psalm 107.23-32 
2 Corinthians 6.1-13 
Mark 4.35-41 

28 June 
Third Sunday after 
Trinity 
Proper 8 
Green 

Wisdom of Solomon 1.13-15; 2.23-
24 
Psalm 30 
2 Corinthians 8.7-15 
Mark 5.21-43 
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PARISHES INFORMATION        

BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP  
    Mrs. J. Bowker, 3 Clayton Close, Knowbury   891549 

 LUDLOW TEAM MINISTRY MOTHERS’ UNION BRANCH LEADER 
      Mrs S. Jenkyns, Sarum House, 9 Bromley Road  874105 
 PARISHES PRAYER FELLOWSHIP  
      Mrs M. Wright, 3 Greenacres      873125 

LUDLOW  
Churchwardens  Dr E. Carson, Fairfield, Linney      879155 
     Ms. A. Branston, Wootton House, Livesey Road  876958 
PCC Secretary  Mrs M. Stinton, 28 Friars Garden     873445 
Electoral Roll    Mrs C. Wilcox, 4 Lower Broad Street    877199 
ST LAURENCE’S, LUDLOW  
Treasurer   Mr Don Beattie, Parishes Office     872073 
Gift Aid Secretary  Mr. P. Turner, Parishes Office 
Verger   Mr M. Lenthall, Parishes Office     872073 
Director of Music  Mr S. Ward, Parishes Office      872073 
Sacristan    Mrs A. O’Kennedy, 17 Friars Garden    877309 
Servers Secretary  Mr. Paul Suthern        711491  
8am Sidesmen’s Rota Mr & Mrs R. Burns, 8 Poyner Road    872419 
Children’s Church  Ms Anna Branston, Wootton House, Livesey Road  876958 
Communion Rota  Mrs F. Carson, Fairfield, Linney     879155 
Church Flowers    Mrs A. O’Kennedy, 17 Friars Garden    877309 
Wedding Flowers  Mrs D. Watkins, 1 Linney Fields, Linney   875909 
Stewarding   Mrs P. Latchford        874990 
St Laurence Shop  Mrs D. Corston, 13 Whitbatch Close    873778 
Conservation Trust  Mrs H. Coleman        875113 
Tower Captain   Mr Tony Greatrex            01568.780764       
Tower Floodlighting Forms at St Laurence Shop 
ST JOHN’S, LUDLOW  
Deputy Wardens  Mr D. Craft, White Gates, St. Julians Ave.   874323 
     Mr W. Eastwell, Briar Cottage, 5 Julian Road  874044 
Treasurer   Mr P. Phelps, Hill Crest, Gravel Hill    873179 
Secretary   Mr J. French, 4 Coach House Fields, Livesey Road 876142 
Organist   Mr E. Rowsell, Braeside, Overton Road   873537 
ST GILES’, LUDFORD  
Churchwardens   Mrs C. Turner, 6 Mayfields, Ludlow    875379 
    Mrs D. Jepps, 2 Eagle Cottages, Orleton       01568 780517 
Treasurer   Mr J. Nash, The Old Gate House, Ludlow   879029 
Secretary   Mrs K Unwin, 8 Corve Street, Ludlow    872987 
Electoral Roll   Mr B. Heatley, St Julians, Park Road, Ludford  877424 
Organist   Mr E. Rowsell, Braeside, Overton Road, Ludlow  873537 
Flowers   Mrs G. Nash, The Old Gate House, Ludlow   879029 
Wedding Flowers  Mrs H. Meyrick, 24 Mary Elizabeth Road, Ludlow 873813 
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JUNE 
 
 
Date Day Time Event 

1 Mon 8.30am Holy Communion, Visitation of Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth, St. Laurence 
2 Tue 2pm Four Rivers Nursing Home Gifts Service (Churches Together) 
3 Wed 7.15pm 

7.30pm 
Churches Together Forum – Methodist Church, Zion Room 
Christian Ecology Group – Visit to a Bulmer Orchard at Little Breinton Farm 

5 Fri 7.30pm 
7.30pm 

English String Orchestra Concert, St Laurence 
Organ Recital- Richard Castle 

6 Sat 3.00pm David Playfair (Baritone) Recital, St. Laurence 
7 Sun  

12-4pm 
 
6.30pm 

Trinity Sunday  
Conservation Trust – Garden Lunch Party & Tea at Maryvale, Mill Street  
Open Gardens at Stoke St Milborough  followed by… 
Team Ministry Evensong, Stoke St. Milborough 

8 Mon 7.00pm Rotary Music Competition St Laurence Chancel 
9 Tue  Mothers Union Outing 
10 Wed 11.30am Church Urban Fund Coffee Morning, St. Laurence 
11 Thur 10.30am 

5.30pm 
7.00pm 

Prayer Group St Catherine’s Chapel St Laurence 
Corpus Christi Eucharist – Hereford Cathedral 
Mystery Plays, St. Laurence 

12 Fri 8.30am 
7.00pm 

Holy Communion (St Barnabas the Apostle), St Laurence 
Mystery Plays, St. Laurence 

14 Sun  First Sunday after Trinity  
20 Sat  

7.30pm 
Ludlow Festival, 50th Season begins 
Festival: Grimethorpe Colliery Band, St Laurence 

21 Sun  
1.30am 
6.00pm 

Second Sunday after Trinity 
Festival Service – Preaching The Rt Revd John Saxbee Bishop of Lincoln 
Annual Evensong,  St Bartholomew’s  Church Richards Castle 

22 Mon 10.30am Prayer Fellowship Meeting 3, Greenacres Ludlow All Welcome 
24 Wed 11.00am Holy Communion (Birth of St John the Baptist), St Laurence 
27 Sat  

7.30pm 
Ludlow Festival 
Festival: Ludlow Choral Society Concert, St Laurence 

28 Sun  
 
3.30pm 

Third Sunday after Trinity 
Conservation Trust Old Ludlovians Market Stall 10-4pm 
Farewell Service for Bishop Michael, Hereford Cathedral 

29 Mon 8.30am Holy Communion (Sts Peter and Paul, Apostles), St Laurence 
 

FORTHCOMING AT ST. LAURENCE’S 
Saturday 11 July   St Laurence’s Fête 


